EXHIBIT # 25

Fd
My dear Semator: JAMES F., DAVEY;, Cler

Receipt 1s acknowledged of your latter of Febtruary 13, 1921,
with encliswe froxz Mr. Charles H. Carnstt, 506 Hales 3uildingz, Cklahoza
City, 2Xxlakoza, who dasires information with regoect to the oresent statud
of the tribal governmsnis of the Five Civiliszsed Tribes.

By joint resolution en-roved karch 2, 1906 (34 Stat. L.823)
Congress orovided that Athe tribal existence and present trilbal govern-
ments¥ of the Five Civilized Tribas shall continuz im full force and
effect for all puwrposes under existing law until the property of such
trides or the proceeds thereof were distributed among the memdara of
the trides unless thereafter otheraise provided by lew. Later, by the
provisions of section 28 of the act anproved april 25, 1906 (34 Stat.L.l:i?)
fthe tribal existence and present tribal governmants® of the Five Jivilized

. Tri®es wera continued in full force ard effect for all ourposes authoriszed

by law unbil oblneralse provided bty l=w, bub certaln lizitatlona were placed
tpen the Yribal governmsenss.

It has been held by the Department tat by section 28 of tae
act of april 36, 1908, supra, the tridal officials then in office :ere
continuad, and that 1t was not coniemplated ty the act that any furiner
elacticonsg should 52 held in the various tribss constituling tba Five
Civilized Tribes. o recognigzed elegctiors of prircipal chfef cor otheor
tribal officials by the Indisns of those tribza have bsen held since
dpril 25, 1905. Jurisdiction over their tribaul affairs rests in the
Secretary of the Interior under existinz lsw and all matters relativa
to their tribul property or interecsts should be taken up with thes Stnorin-
tendent of ths Five Civilized Tribes Agency, kauskogss, Oxleshcza.

Your correspondent's letter dated Fedruary 10, 1931, 1is
returnsed herewith and a copy of this response 1s erclosed for your

convenience.
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A85iu 00t Commisalonsr.

" Rom. Xlmsr Thomas,

United Statos Senate. \IV\
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